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CAMOR

£. Serao Tells of

the Ingenuity and

Audacity of the Famous Crimi-
nal Association of Naples

rhe following sketches, drawn
from life, are the latest work from
the pen of the famous Neapolitan
novelist, E. Serao, who is regarded
as the greatest living authority on
the Camorra, and who has de-
voted many vears of his life to a
close study of the nature and char-
acteristics of this extraordinary
criminal association, The sketches
are of especial interest in view of
the recent close of the trial of the
Camorrist chiefs at Viterbo.

In times of police activity against
tha Camorra the “Honored Boclety” 1s
wont, every now and then, to inflict
some punishment upon the most con-
splcuous member of the corps. As &
rule It takes the form of some harmless
demonstration which s meant only as
an affirmation of the power of this
secret criminal soclety.

Under the rule of Chief Pollce Com-
miesloner Pennino, who had been a
clever and energetic Magiatrate, the
Camorra received no quarter and its
chiefs declded he deserved a lesson.
They. therefore. sent him this laconie

warning:

“Within twenty-four hours your
watch will be stolen!"”

The Commissioner smiled Iincredu-

lously and when he left his office he
had forgotten all about it. Two street
arabs were rolling over each other on
the pavement, furlously biting and
scratching each other. He separated
the combatants and succeeded In
putting an end to their fight, but a
few moments later he noticed that his
watch was gone. The next day he
found It on his writing table at the
office. 1t was wrapped in a plece of
paper on which he read:

“Be more careful the next time!"

Almost a week passed. One day a
woman came to himm; she was pale and
shabblly dressed and told him a pitiful
tale of poverty and want. She ‘was
the wife of a retired public officer. who
had suffered severe reverses and was
now lll, lacking food, fuel and medl-
clnes.

Police Commissioner Pennino was
much moved, especially as the lady and
ber husband belonged to that class of
people for whom it is a cruel trial to
avow thelr poverty. He went with her
Lo the cheerless home, gave them help,
comforted them with words of hope and
left them with moistened eyes. When
he looked for his watch it was gone, but
in its place he found a written card
which said:

“Your watch wjll be returned, but be
on your guard, for the third time it will
go for good'"

He at once returned to the home of
the people he had just visited and
helped, but every trace of them was
rone.

The next day the watch was on hia
writing table, but in accordance with
the warning given him it was stolen
a third time and it never came back.
It was taken from him at the races
while he was in conversation with|
several ladles and gentlemen of rank
on one of the stands,

. seem to be coming back.

In elegant leather and velvet cases and
handed to the dignified and solemn sec-
retary, who leaves the shop.

My lord takes a reat and lights a
costly cligar.

An hour passes, two hours, three
hours. The secretary does not reappear,
the English nobleman gives slgna of im-
patience, the jeweller begins to enter-
taln some unpleasant thoughts.

The evening has come on; it s time
to close the shop.

something has happened to him!"
“You will pay me?"
“Certalnly.
much money with me, because 1 had
given a large sum to my secretary this
| morning to have it banked. Wil you
itnke my check?”

Jeweller, who has finally lost control of
himself. “Who tells me your check ls
good?"

“l am surprised? An Tnglish peer
to recelve such treatment from a com-
mon merchant! Let ma tell you onee
for all that Lord X.'s check I8 good all
over the world!"

“Youn may take it as you like, but 1
must have $20,000 in payment of the

away:"

| the operation. Then the three criminals | walk with your coat in this state. Just
ko to the wmafe, fill their pockets with [allow me to brush you off,”

leave the shop by a back door.
Investigation

I, telephone.

i HSeveral vears ago the

Itallan Parllament

with a speech

ithln criminal organization.
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only 1 regret T have not | everything they can carry and quletly |

proved that the false Senator's frock coat.
nobleman had assumed the name of an |
| English lord who at the time was really the Maglstrate. “You are very kind."
“Indeed, 1 will not!" exclalms the stopping at the Grand Hotel, and It/

Neapolitan | people, but we know the duty of an
iJm‘lﬂl Benator Vacea, who occupled one  honest working man toward his supe-
jof the highest positions in the Mag- rlors!”
[!nlravy. Inaugurated the sesslon of the |

in

With hig hand and hls handkerchlef
| he qulckly removes the dust from the

“Thank you!
“God forbld, your Excellency!™ ex-

‘Insult me by offering to remunerate me
| for such a trifling service. We are poor

He touches his cap and walks away.

| Two hours later, wishing to make a

purchase, he puts his hand to his breast

CLUTCHES HIS THROAT IN AN IRON GRIP.

Thank you!" murmurs |

He puts his hand to his pocket as if |
Jrvvnm the real Lady X. who, entirely (o give him something for his trouble.
| lgnorant of the use which was being |
made of her name, had answered the \claims the youth. “I hope you will not

Senator Vacca resumes his walk pro-’
two necklaces your secretary has taken | which he announced he had opened war | found'y edified by the noble attitude of |
upon the Camorra and would not rest  (his man of the people.
The volce of the exasperated jeweller | untll he had effaced every vestige of
lcnuld be heard from the street. A few

RA SKETCHED BY AN ITALIAN NOVELIST

Tricks Played Even on the Police by
Way of Warning—Skill Shown in
Humorously Odd Robberies

he was known to them as “the Nero of
Camorrists."

Two alert young Camorrists decided
to play him a trick. Each one of them
was to try his hand at it and the more
successful of the two was to receive an
Important premium for the exploit.

A few days later the Police Commis-
sioner recelved the visit of an Impresalve
looking gentleman who spoke French
fluently and Introduced himself as an
officer of the Paris police, bearing offi-
clal letters of introduction and visiting
ltaly to study the organization of the
Itallan police and reporg upon It to
Commissioner Lepine, who was about to
introduce radical reforms in the police
of Paris.

Commissioner Perego was gratified
and flattered by the visit, conversed at
length with his
showed him the archives and finally
Invited him to lunch for the next day.

About half an hour later Commis-
sioner Perego prepared to go home for
dinner and opened a drawer of his writ-
ing table to take from It his revolver,
which he always carried on his person
when outside his office. The revolver
was gone!

The elegant and Impressive looking
officer of the F'rench police, who It was |
afterward discovered was an accom-
plished international thief, had taken it.

The next day, while the whole per-
sonnel at police headquarters were still

French colleague, !

“What can I say?” the old attondan:
would philosophlcally repeat botweny
each pinch of snuff, “these |},
thfeves must have a Jjoke now gy
then!"

This time they had come to play 11,
practical joke right within the suer.
precincts of police headquarters

A poor, partially bllnd, man ueeq
stop often with his old violln tn play 4
few alrs before the shop of a well ta dg
grocer In the Via Balvator Rosa |n
Naples and receive a few pennles from
his hearers. One day he sald to the
grocer:

“Don Gennaro, T have put together g
little money to-day and want to go and
have a good time in a country tavern
without being bothered by my violin,
Will you be so kind as to keep it for
me? T will come for it this evening.”

“All right, leave it there,” answered
the stout grocer, pointing to a chair ia
the corner of the shop.

The fiddler laid his violln upon it and
walked out and away.

A few hours later a man with a dig-
nified bearing enters the grocery stors
to buy a pound a coffee and chances 1o
see the violin.

“A nice instrument,” he says. "It
must be a good violln. Do you play it
The fat grocer laughs and answera:

“Lord, no' That is the poor half bro-
Ken Instrument of a destitute old fiddler

raging at the impudence of the outrage,
the men on duty in the outer corridors |
of the offices saw a man appear, bent |
under the welght of a long ladder. IHe |
wore overalls and on his head a cap |
llke those worn by the workmen of
the Electrical Boclety of Naples. {

The man placed his ladder agalnst the l
wall, mounted It, took out his tools and
set 1o work to detach the big electric
indicator, which gave out the numbers
of the various offices as the bells rang
to call the attendants, He took the
whole thing down, descended the ladder
and turned to walk away with It on his
shoulders, p

One of the attendants, an old man
who was helping himself to a pinch of
snuff, looked at him and asked:

“How long will It take you to fix it?”

“It will be done by to-morrow, with
the help of God,” answered the man.

“Ay lord, your secretary does not
I capnot walt
any longer,” sayes the jeweller.

“1 also am anxlous at his delay. Could
something have happened to him? HeE

Capt. Fabbronl, the famous officer of
Carabineers, who was o prominent in
the recent Camorra trial at Viterbo,|
and who directed the Investigations
which led to the Indictment of the;
thirty-six prisoners, has also been the|
vietim of what is called by Camorrists |
“a theft for spite.”

He lived in a small apartment within
the Carabineers’ barracks.
while he was out, two men dressed]
in the uniform of Munlicipal Guards;
came to the barracks. Cwmnly one of;
them went in, while the other walted!
outalde, The Carabineer on duty at the !
door thought nothing of it, for such
men often came to gather data for
thelr reports from the registers. In
fact, the man who had remained In the |
street asked him a few qilestlons about |
the number of officers residing In the
barracks, thelr families, &c. He was|
moon joined hy his companion, who car-
ried a roll of papers under his arm,
and both sirolled away.

When Capt. Fabbronl returned, he
found his litla apartiment had been
ransacked. D'apers, knickknacks, books,
inen, were strewn over the floor In
fantastic disorder. 1t was soon ascer=-
talned that scarcely anything had heen
taken—a few unimportant documents,
a paper knife and some otlicr insignifi-
cant trifles, The theft had been In-
tended to be what Camorrists call an
Py It
the Camorra had meant to say to Cupt.
Fabbroni:

“You mMAY persecute me, but I hn\'ni

proved to you that I can come in 3.-nur|

houee, do with you what I please, when
1 pleace and take from you even the
documents with which you mean to in-
criminate me, if I choose to do mo."

An aristocratic looking gentleman,
followed by his secretary, both for-
olgners in appearance, enters a mag-
nificent jewelry shop in Naples.

“1 am Lord X.” he says., “My wife,
lady X., !s at the Grand Hotel and
wikhien to see & dlamond necklace.”

“With great pleasure will T walt upon!

your Lordship,” answers the feweller,

He goes to the showcase and hrlnn‘

out an assortment of costly necklaces,

“T am mnot & connolsseur of such
trinkets,” says nonchalantly the Eng-
Hsh nobleman. “You had hetter tell me
which of these you would conslder sult.
able to a lady of Lady X.'s rank.”

“T should say this one or this other,”
suggests the jeweller,

“Very well, Lady X. will ace them
both, How much must T deporit to
have the two necklaces on approval?
When Lady X. has made her cholee T
will pay the balance”

“There 18 no need for a deposit. 1
will he very glad an hour from now
in bring Loth necklaces to the 3rand

I::l:;:-ll' Your Lordship allows me o
“No, no. T 4o not want you to go to
that trauble, We vun wend my Recratary
with the fewels and 1 will awatt hie
return here, Wil that 2"
.‘m:::r'm”y- my lord. T am at your

e two splendid necklaces are placed

is usually o punctual, so qulck.” {

“Your lordehip must tell me what do |
do." |

“Is it posslble you should have|
doubts?" {

"(30d forbld! But your lordship will |
understand. ‘The hours are passing.
must go home. We must decide what
to do.” \
“It 18 easy to declde. Let us go to

to telephone.” |
“l was just about to suggest it.”
“All right.” |
The jeweller plcks up the recelver!
and calls up the Grand Hotel, |
“Hello! 1Is this the Grand Hntal?'
Please let me speak with Lady X, Is
this Lady X.?"
“Hello!" anewers In English a wom-
an's volce,
The jeweller knows that language and

{dlers had gathered around the door uf]

the shop and behind
the tall two cornered hats of A couple
of carabineers, one of whom showed by
his uniform that he had the grade of
brigadier,

“I beg you to moderate your language
and yvour volee,” rejoined Lord X. with
an air of offended dignity, "and when

lan English peer begs a man of your

class he must obey, do you understand?
Anvhow, 1 see there two agents of the
military police of this ecountry.”

“That i fortunate'" exclaims the
Jeweller, and going to the door, he

ment,
The carabinecrs enter the shop and|
the proprietor, to dieperse the crowd

standing outside, locks the door and
draws the blids |
The whaole story = told to these

officers of the law, The brigadier “N(nna:

attentively and says: |
“This English gentleman will cer- |
talnly make no difticalty in following us
to the nearest police statlon.” f
“Certainly not.

. e ' I will pive your su-
asks: Has his lordship's secretary | . 5

; 4 | perior officers such zuarantees that they

::':‘l;:]'::;;{?r Wayship the twe dllmrmd“.m at once release m," sayve the Eng-

\

“l have recelved nothing.,” answers
the volce. i
The receiver falls from the jeweller's
hands; he is frightfully pale, ‘
“Your lordship must explain,” he fal- |
ters. “Your secretary—" |
“Oh, the scoundrel!" answers excit-
edly Lord X. “How ia It posslble? He
has served me so faithfully for so many '
years! 1 have always entrusted him |
with such large sums! The rascal has
fled wtih the two necklaces, unless

WHAT IS

1‘ The young man working on a small
salary who contemplates marriage with

amount that it takes to keep one, justi-
fylng his opinlon by the experience of
some friend or acqualntance, will prob-

There are three polnts to be carefully
consldered by every young man who
would enter Into marriage with no in-
[mma other than a small or moderate
salary, And these points are of equal
Importance to the young woman of his
cholce,

The first requisite Is good health,
{Judged from any point of view it in
melf-evident folly for a young man or
woman of unsound physical condition
to enter Into wedlock and this folly be-
comes positively sulcidal when the
young man's salary Is sutliclent o pro-
vide only the necessities of life,

Doubtiess there are those who will
#ay it would be unrearonable to expect
two young people, In love. to dizmiss
their thoughts of conjugal happlness
iwllh the observation “we can't think of
!marrying-——the risk is too mreat- we

might be slck some day.” But granting
{1ts upreasonnbleness, such an attitude
Iwould be wisdom fself compared with
the thoughtlessness displayed by one
Young couple,

A case in point 18 that of & voung
AN living in New York,
come was a salary of §18 a week,
. ™a# In splendid health and he felt that

Hsh lord.

In the meanwhile he has made sure
that there Is no one in the shop but
the jeweller, himself and the two cara-
bineers,

In a moment my lord, who Is strong '
and masslve as an oak, springs upon
the helplesa merchant, clutches his
throat In the lron grip of his two power-
ful hands, gugs him, takes a rope from
his pockets and binds him hand and
foot,

The two false carabineers assist in

his future prospecls justificd his desire
to marry, The young woman wus an

|ners’

ably find that what appears to he meat |
for one ia very often fish for anoiher, |

His sole in- |
He [Young woman pointed out that If they | or pext £ where they lived, The young

| salary of $10 a week. In New York one
| cannot do much more than merely live
lon $10 & week; with such an income
one's savings must necessarily be very
small. In her effort to make a good
{impression the savings from her meagre
salary, which should have gone Into
some badly needed dental work, were
spent for ribbons and trinkets,

Soon after they were married an at-
tack of faclal neuralgla revealed the
need of prompt dental treatment. Kx-
actly slx months from the date of thelr
marriage the young couple found them-
relves owlng a dentist's bill of $75 be-
sldes bolng confronted with the necess-
ity of replenishing thelr winter ward-
robe, To meet these gnanticipated but
necessary expenditured meant very fru-
gal Hving, for their savings amounted
to less than §20,

.merity of his words,

The next day Senator Vacca left his
 handsome home for his dally walk. In
Plazza dei Martiri he stopped before a
bookseller's window where were ex-
posed some learncd works which im-
mensely interested him,

Of a sudden a common man of the

mtreet, dressed lilke a bran seller and
japparently drunk, knocked him in the
i back with his elbow. The Senator turned
to look severely at the drunken man

One day, ! the hotel. Or no, walt; 1t will be quicker | aska the two officers to step in a mo- iand notlced that his frock coat was all

I molled with flour dust.

In the meanwhile a slender young
man of the people had thrown himsell
upon the drunken brate and was vio-
lently pommellng him.

“Why do you hit me?" drawled the
man, barely ahle to stand on his feet,
*] swear by the biessed San Gennaro 1
did not do It on purpoge.”

“Let him alone,” now put Iin the Sen-
ator, mollified, “He evidently
mean to strike me.”

“Yes, but he must learn hetter man-
Another time he will know how
to walk stralght and not soll a gentle-
man ke yvour Excelleney,” answers, red
In the face, the young man who had
been chastising him.

“He I8 quite right!” exclalms an on-
looker. “These streects are very much

The Camorra chlefs were nmmbied!pm-kﬂt. His pocketbook, bulging with |
them appeared | <oon after and decided that the Magie- banknotes, i gone, 1
‘trate should be punished for the le-f

|
{
\

1 and the ladder.

It Is useless to add that the drunken !
man was only the thief's ald-de-camp. |

The next day Senator Vacca found the !
pocketbook in his private office, care- !
fully placed in the middle of his writing |
tuble. Within 1t, where the bank notes
had been, was a short letter worded
thus: .

“lsxcellency! It Is ungenerous to
speak 11l of the absent, and the Camor-
rists whem you have slandered In your
speech, to remind you of their pres-

jence and power, have played a little!

did not l \

frequented by foreigners and it 1s not'

 falr that for a few {1l bred people Naples

ghould get a bad name!"

“In the meanwhile” rejolns the zeal-  decided to glve no quarter to the Ca-
ous young workman, turning to the old morra, and so effectively did he prose-
| gentleman, “you cannot resume s-ourlvuto the members of this soclety that
|

the extra dollar could be saved each
! week.

The young man had a savings account
' of $75, all ot which was used for pur-
| chasing housefurniszhings. « The young
| woman's savings, amounting to §5
{spent for a senglble trourseau of plain,
necessary garments. Two rooms were
found on the outskirts of the town the
rental for which was $2 a week. The
875 did not provide elaborate furnish-
"ings, but with careful purchases and
some gifts from friends the rooms were
made very comfortable., Heat was not
provided and during the winter months
fuel meant An average weckly expendl-
ture of another $2,

Not counting the dollar which was
saved thls left 7 of the weekly Income
to be used for clothes and fomd,  Not
very much, to be sure, but the young
conple found it possible pot only to live
within the amount but they mude it a

rule never to spend their entire in-

The  second  point  to consider |Is come.  There was always something
whether the Hving expenses will leave @ guved from the $11, something to be
small margin for saving, It does not added each week to the dollar whileh

seem that u salary of $12 0 woek would
cover the actual Hving expenses of two
peaple, yet one couple demongtrated that

they had decided to “forget,”  One week
thelr savings amounted to three econts
unid one red letter Satarday night found

At conld. In aeertain nilddle Western 5 paianee of $1180 Between these two
town two  young  people dectded 100 gavannie there wis ononeh savesd o
rmarey, The youne man's satary was $10 000000 e week!y  marsin o, erage 63
n oweel, After notifying his emplo of oo

his Intentlons his salary was Inercased In the early spring perimbesion was
to $12. With  admirable  wisdom  the

lilId thought 1t possible to live on $11

abtalned to ralse vegetableos on o vacant

juke upon you, Now that the joke fs
over, they return to you what was taken
by one of them. |

“Omnly, as the Commission for the Rel- |
egation of Criminals to the 1sland Penl- |
tentiaries hasg, in consequence of your
retent speech, sent about one hundred
of our members to spend the summer on |
o detention island near the coast of '
Africa, the Naples Camorrists take the |
liberty of withholding the three hun-
dred dollars which were in the pocket
wioK @%@ generous loan from your rx-l
cellency, which will be used to send |
vigars and some other small luxury to
thelr suffering companions, |

“The Naples Camorrlsts undertake |

]

and pledge themselves to return this |

amount  when your excellency &hall |

have decreed the abolition of relegation |

to the island penitentiaries’ i
'

|

In 1804 Commander Perego was Chlef
'olice Commis=loner at Naples. Helng a
man of u rigid and stern nature, he

“All right, take it along, but mind
vou repalr it properly!"” .

“Don't you worry; I will make the
best job of it you ever saw,” returned
the man with a wink.

Off he went carrying the indicator

For several days the Commissioner
and all the other police chiefs pressed
in vain the buttons of their electric
bells and scolded and fumed because
their calls were not answered.

*I beg your pardon, your Excellency,”
the old attendant would go around ex-
plaining, “the electric indicator has
been taken away to be repaired.”

A couple of weeks passed and when it

who has left it there for a few hours”
“You don't say! It looks to me lika
a Stradivarius”

“A Btra ; o4
“A Stradivarius, the best make there
Ie!"

“Is that mo?
credible!”

“Will you allow me to try it?"

“Is the gentleman a violinist?"

“I am a passionate lover of the In-
strument.”

Here the grocer's customer takes up
the violin and, with eyes glistening with
emotion, selzes the bow and plays a few
chords on the old strings.

“What delight! What a
Could you not sell it to me?"

“I have already sald it belongs to a
poor, ragged, half blind wretch, a mis-
erable fiddler, who earns his living
with 1t.”

“All the more reason to sell it to me.
I would give him two hundred dollars.”

It is now the turn of the grocer's
eyes to glisten,

“Two hundred dollars!" he exclalms.
“It i& not a bad sum; but I am afraid
he will refuse. He I8 very much at-
tached to It and it is the only means he
has of earning his bread.”

“Le&t 1t be two hundred and fifty.”

*“Oh, I do not belleve he will nccept.”

“Three hundred.”

“Impossible!"”

“Three hundred and fifty."

“Listen to me, sir. If you will go as
far as five hundred T am sure the bar-
galn will be closed.”

It seems almost in-

treasure!

HE SUCCEEDED IN PUTTING AN END TO THEIR FIGHT.

became evident that the Indicator, like
the Commissloner's revolver, had gone
for good & new one had to be bought.

| about 1t.

“Five hundred i{s too much. Make it
four hundred and let us speak no mora
But you are sure the man will
consent P

“Ar sure as if 1 had already =old 1
to you, sir.”

), were l B0,

THE LOWEST SALARY ON WHICH A YOUNG MAN MAY
|

the idea that two can llve for the same | ®Mployee In a department store at a !

account and enough vegetables were
‘ralsed to supply thelr own needs as
' well a® those of the family from whom
they rented. At the end of the first
vear their savings bank bhalance was
Fighteen months from the date
of thelr marrluge they made a first
payment of $£100 on a house. ‘Thelr
Income would not engble them to enjoy
the luxury of thelr purchase, but they
congldered it a good investment for
thelr savings,

The house brought a monthly rental

of $15, $12 of which went as a monthly
pavm

three  times within five years,
to-day, after six years of happy, help-
ful companionship, they have a home |

more than half pald for and every |
prospect for a bright future.
Such an Hostration demonstrates

what two peaple may accomplish with
a small salary providing both are willing
T Bave,
cinte that it I8 the wife who furnishes |
the insplration for such a venture; she

not only points the way but It is throukh )

her help and encouragement that suc-
cers v made possible,

I
min &
no eeme

VOUNg Tuture prospects,  If he
Tk bt his salary the per-
manency of hisv position should, by all
means, be reasonably certaln, Many a

MARRY"?
disastrous conditions through the hus-

band being temporarily thrown out of
work.

“8Stlll 1 want to be ecertaln of the
transaction and I want you to be equally
80. Here are fifty dollars deposit.”

“It {8 not necessary."

it to the company from which |
It had been purchased; the balance they |
adiled to thelr regular savings account, |
The husband's salary has been Increased |
and |

Of course any one wlll appre. |

thivd constderation should be the |

Of course it is not always possible to
anticipate such things, but there should
at least be more consideration given
this point than was displayed by one
| young man, A salary of $25 a week
seemed to him to provide sutficlent In-
come to warrant his marrying. The
firm employlng him was on the verge
of dissolution-—-a fact which the stock-

sons best known to themselves,

Two months after his marriage the
young man found himself out of a po-
sitlon and when he expressed to the
firm his opinion of what he consldered
“very unfalr treatment” he was in-
formed that his unfortunate dilemma
was of hin own making. “lad you in-
formed un of your Intentions to marry,”
sald one of the firm, “vou would have
been (old that we were contemplating a

change which might affect your pros- |

! pectn.”
After three monthe of ldlenesws, during
which perfod he and hin wife were

foreed to llve on the bounty of rela-
tives, the young husband found n posl-
jton at 815 n week, A lack of fore-
vhought had placed him amdor ohlign .
Hone whileh wouald require monthe o
discharge, The wife, o girl of admirable
character, helped to meet the sliuation
by fAnding & position and ussisting in
paving off the debts which her hus-

| wife turned thls opportunity to good [ matrimonial vemture has emcountered ' band's ldienesa had incurred

holders kept carefully guarded for rea- |

“Yen, it In. Business I3 bhusiness
When can 1 come with the rest of 1
money to take this precious
ment?"

“This evenlng at eight.”

“Very well. Good-by,”

instru-

He goes out, The grocer is in ec-
istasles. What a splendid, unhoped f0f
plece of Lusiness!

The poor flddler comes In i |
and the grocer, with many hlumish

| ments, tries to get him to gloe up La
violin for fifty dollars.

The man refuses, resists to pr
ideclares his Instrument v of o 4
‘make, After much discussion, he ayis
| to part with It for $200,

“Who would have thought [t'" -
iclaims the grocer to himself. “Wio
would have Imagined he would got b
‘a sum out of me! Anyway | shall a
 ways clear a clean two hundred ont of

2re

| the bargain."

The fiddler is In haste to pochet Lo
money and the grocer In equaliy desit
lous to get him out of the way, 5o he
pave into his hands the §200.
| From that day no one saw him an)
mors fiddling In the stresta.  Nor did
the passlonate vielin lover ever agsin
'put in an appearance.
| The disconrolate grocer remained the
| possessor of an instrument worth about
ithm dollars, while the two thieves di-
vided $150.




